Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.164; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
In the title compound, C 9 H 7 Cl 2 NO 3 , the dihedral angle between the benzene ring and the plane of the nitro group is 50.2 (1) , and that between the benzene ring and the best plane through the dichloroallyl fragment is 40.1 (1) .
Related literature
For the synthesis and applications of the title compound, see: Walker et al. (2005) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. supplementary materials Acta Cryst. (2012) . E68, o1049 [doi:10.1107/S1600536812010070]
1-(3,3-Dichloroallyloxy)-2-nitrobenzene

Dong-mei Ren and Yong-yi Wang Comment
The title compound, 1-(3,3-dichloroallyloxy)-2-nitrobenzene is an important intermediate in the synthesis of phenanthrenes (Walker et al., 2005) . Here we report here the molecular and crystal structure of the title compound ( Fig.   1 ).
There are no classic hydrogen bonds found, but a short intramolecular contact C7-H7B···Cl2 is observed (C7-H7B: 0.97 Å, H7B···Cl2: 2.700 Å, C7···Cl2: 3.139 (3) Å, C7-H7B···Cl2: 108.00).
The dihedral angle between the benzene ring (C1-C6) and the plane of the nitro group is 50.2 (1)°, and between the benzene ring and the best plane through the dichloroallyl fragment (C7-C9, Cl1, Cl2) 40.1 (1)°.
The packing is shown in Figure 2 and contains a short Cl1···Cl2 (x + 1, y, z) contact (3.6668 (16) Å).
Experimental
The title compound, (I) was prepared by a method reported in literature (Walker et al., 2005) . The crystals were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.1 g) in methanol (30 ml) and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 8 d.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic H and 0.96 Å for alkyl H, respectively. The U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.2 for aromatic H and x = 1.5 for other H.
Computing details
Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1985) ; cell refinement: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1985 Packing diagram of (I) viewed down the a-axis. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
1-(3,3-Dichloroallyloxy)-2-nitrobenzene
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq N −0.0930 (8) 0.17453 (13) 0.1420 (2) 0.0607 (7) 
